CONSTITUTION 


BYE-LAWS, 


TOGETHER WITH A SUMMARY ABSTRACT'OF THR 
ORDINANCES, RULES, AND RECULATIONS 
THAT HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE 


GRAND LODGE 


OF 


CONNECTICUT, 


PROM THE TIME OF ITS INSTITUTION ON THE 
EIGHTH DAY OF JULY ANNO LUC1S FIVE 
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PRINTED BY BR. ELISHA BABCOCK, 


1799- 


IN GRAND LODGE. 
OcToBER 17th, A. L. 5798. 


The Secretary was directed to procure Six Cepits 
of the bye-laws, ordinances, &c. of the Grand Lodge, 
to be printed for each Lodge, and difiributed 10 them 
at the Grand Communication in May next. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


y \ E the members of the ſeveral Lodges in the 
State of Connecticut, to eſtabliſh order and uniform- 
ity, to promote love and charity among Maſons, and 
render more general and extenſive the principles of 
benevolence and philanthropy, do ordain and eſtab- 
l:{h this conſtitution for a Grand Lodge in this State. 

That the Grand Lodge thall conſiſt of a Grand 
Maſter, Deputy Grand Maſter, Grand Senior, and 
Grand Junior Warden, Grand Treaſurer, Grand 
Secretary, T'wo Grand Deacons, and the Maſters 
and Wardens for the time being, of the ſeveral 
Lodges in this State, and the paſt Grand officers of 
the Grand Lodge; and the ſaid enumerated officers 
ſnall be the only members and voters of the Grand 
Lodge. 

The Maſter and Wardens of any Lodge, who 
cannot perſonally attend the Grand Lodge, ſhall 
have the privilege of conſtituting a proxy ; which 
proxy ſhall have the fame number of votes as his 
conſtituent, and ſuch proxy ſhall be a Maſter Ma- 
fon. 

A grand Lodge ſhall be holden twice every year, 
„z. on Wedneſday next before the ſecond Thurſ- 
day in October, at New Haven, and on Wedneſ- 
day next before the ſecond Thurſday in May, at 
Hartford, until the Grand Lodge ſhall order other- 
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wiſe and ſhall have given four months notice of ſuch 
alteration to all the Lodges in this State. But the 
Grand Maſter for the time being, may at any time 
call a ſpecial Grand Lodge, to meet at ſuch place as 
he may think proper. 

The Officers of the Grand Lodge ſhell be choſen 
annually at the Grand Lodge, holden on Wedneſ- 
day next before the ſecond Thurſday in May, by 
the members of the Grand Lodge preſent, by ballot ; 
a majority of voters preſent ſhall be neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute a choice; proxies preſent to be accounted 
members. 

In caſe ot the death, reſignation, or abſence of the 
acting Grand Maſter, the next officer in rank of the 
Grand Lodge, ſhall act in his place and ſtead, until 
the next annual election, and poſſeſs all the powers 
and authorities of Crand Maſter ; and in caſe any 
other office ſhall become vacant by death, reſigna- 
tion, or otherwiſ-, the Grand Maſter for the time 
being ſhall fill ſuch vacancy by his nomination. 

The Grand Lodge ſhall have power by patent, 
under their Scal, and ſign manual of the Grand 
Maſter for the time being, atteſted by their Secreta- 
ry, to conſtitute new Lodges, to eſtabliſh an uniform 
mode of working in all the Lodges in this State, and 
to ſuperintend and regulate the general policy of Ma- 
ſonry, according to the ancient uſages and cuſtoms 
of Maſons; carefully regarding the old land marks, 
which are on no account to be removed or detaced. 

The Grand Lodge ſhall have power to make ſuch 
bye-laws for their own government, as they ſhall 
think proper. 

The Grand Lodge upon granting a Charter to a 
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newly conſtituted Lodge, may demand ſuch reaſon- 
able tees as they ſhall eſtabliſh by their bye- laws. 
All the Lodges in this State ſhall before the apnu- 
al meeting in May next, d-poſite with the Grand 
Lodge their preſent Charters, and ſhall receive from 
the Grand Lodge, new charters, which ſhall be 
numbered according to the ſeniority of the dates of 
their former Charters. The new Charters ſhall be 
granted to the preſent Lodges without any expoſe, — 


except the expence of engtoſſing when that ſhall be 
done by the Grand Lodge. 


Dene in a convention of the Lodges of the State of 
Connecticut, holden at New Haven in ſaid State, 


on the eighth day of July, Anus Lucis, Five T hou- 
ſand Seven Hundred and Erghty-nine. — 


William Jopp, Chairman, and delegate from 
Frederick Lodge, in Farming/on. 

Pierpont Edwards, 

onas Prentice, 

tas Shipman, - e Hiram Laage, New Haven. 

Elijah Auſtin, 

Luſſel Clark, 

her Miller, 

zeorge Philips, St, John's Lodge, 

Zekiel Woodruff, Middletown. 

Villiam W. Parſons, 

jak -__— | St. John's Lodge, Fairfield. 

amuel Wyllys, O7. Fohn's Lodge, Hartford. 

iathan Preſton, King Solomon's, Woodbury. 

oſeph L. Wooſter, St. F2bn's Lodge, Straiford. 


— — * 


— — — 


— 
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Tirhand Kirkland, Lodge, in Wallingford, 
Jaſhua King, Lodge, in Danbury. 

Eigab Bing $ JFiofter Lodge, Colcheſter, 
Ephraim Kirby, Sr. Paul's Lodge, Litchfield, 

John Mix, Frederick Lodge, Farmington. 5 
Samuel Lee, Montgomery Lodge, Saliſbury. 


Atteſt, + 
EPHRAIM KIRBY, Secretary, 
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IN GRAND LODGE. 


New-Haven, October 11, A. L. 5791. 


THE Lodge proceeded to the coſideration of the 
bye-laws as reported by a committee previouſly ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe ; and the ſame having been 
read, and ſuch amendments and alterations made 
as were found proper, were unanimouſly adopted as 
follow : 


REGULATIONS 
For the government of the Grand Lodge of the State 
Connecticut. 


iſt. The Grand Lodge of the State of Connecti- 
cut ſhall conſiſt of the Grand Officers for the time 
being, and the paſt Grand Officers of the Grand 
Lodge : but no perſon ſhall be a member of this 
Grand Lodge, any longer than he reſides within the 
juriſdiction of the ſame. 

2d. It ſhall be the duty of the Maſters and War- 
dens of the ſeveral Lodges in this State, to give their 
punctual attendance at the meetings of the Grand 
Lodge, either by themſelves or proxies ; which 
proxy ſhall be a Maſter Maſon, —and the certificate 
of his appointment, counterſigned by the Secretary 
of the Lodge to which he belongs. 

zd. A majority of the members preſent ſhall de- 
termine evere queſtion ; and the brother in the chair 
ſhall have the caſting vote.— If any Lodge requeſt 
a vote to be taken by ballot, it ſhall be ſo taken. — 
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No vote ſhall be reconſidered by a ſmaller number 
of Lodges, than were pr:ſent when ſuch vote paſſed. 
4th. The Grand Officers ſhall be choſen annual. 
ly, at the meeting of the Grand Lodges, on Wed. 
neſday preceeding the ſecond I hurſday in May 
at Hartford, —until the Grand Lodge ſhall order. 
otherwiſe. A majority of votes ſhall be neceſſary 
to conſtitute a choice. 
5th. The Grand Maſter (if he judges it neceſ. 
ſary) ſhall appoint Grand Stewards, Grand Mar. 
ſhal, Grand Sword bearer, Grand Puirſuivant, and 
Grand Tyler ; but no brother ſhall be appointed to 
either of the abuve mentioned offices unleſs he is a 
Maſter Maſon. 
6th. The Jewels 10 be worn by the Grand Off- 
cers ſhall be gilt with gold, pendant to a collar of 
white ribbon. The otficers and members of the 
Grand Lodge, ſhall wear white aprons trimed with 
white, —- which kind of aprons may alſo be worn by 
aſs'd Grand Officers. The members from private 
vdges ſhall wear their reſpective Jewels. No 
member ſhall appear in Grand Lodge without the 
Jewel of his office. 
7th. Every queſtion moved ard ſeconded, ſhall 
be put by the chair; and no new matter ſhall 
be brought forward, until that on hand ſhall be firſt 
decided upon. No brother ſhall ſpeak more than 
twice on the ſame queſtion, unleſs with leave of the 
chair, or to explain himſelf. The chair fall deter- 
termine all queſtions of order. 
8th. It ſhall be the duty of the Grand Secretary 
to make regular entries of all monies which ſhall 
from time to time become due to the Grand Lodge. 


L: 9:1 
yy gth. The Grand Treaſurer ſhall collect and re- 
| [ER all monies due to the Grand Lodge ; and keep 
ry regular accounts of all monies by him received; and 
"WH at the cloſe of every year, a committee ſhall be ap- 
I pointed to examine and ſettle his accounts, who (hall 
I report at the next bienial communication: And the 
Grand Treaſurer ſhall pay out the monies by him 
received, to the order of the Grand Lodge, or in 
their receſs to the order of the Grand Maſter. 

10th. No new charter ſhall be granted but upon 
the petition ot at leaſt five known and approved 
Maſter Maſons ; nor ſhall a new warrant be grant- 
ed to any number of Maſons reſiding within jeſs than 
F ten miles of the uſual place of meeting of any regu- 
larly eſtabliſhed Lodge, unleſs by ſpecial diſpenſa- 
te Jon of the Grand Lodge; and the petition ſhall 
u contain the cauſes which render it expedient that 
b ſuch charter ſhould be granted, with the nomina- 
Ion of the Maſter and Wardens; and the peti- 
Je von ſhall be approved by ſome regularly conſtituted 
he MY Lodge, in the vicinity of the petitioners. —Every 
Lodge ſhall pay for a charter befare delivery, the 
all ſum of thirteen dollars thirty-four cents: and to the 
Grand Secretary for parchment, engroſſing, regiſ- 
{|} tering, and fixing the Seal, the ſum of five dollars, 
11th. The Grand Secretary may appoint his depu- 
the I, ſudject to the approbation of the Grand Lodge; 
he ſhall have the care of the Archieves, he ſhall keep 
fair records of all the tranſacticns of the Grand 
e. 
12th. All appeals ſrom the deciſion of any private 
Lodge, ſhall be made in writing and left with the 
Grand Secretarv. And * eppeliant ſhall give the 
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other party one month notice thereof. All appeals, 
ſetters, &c. ſhall be read in Grand Lodge, but firk 
handed to the chair. 
13th. Whenever the Grand Maſter, or officer 
preſiding, riſes from his chair, all debate hall ceaſe, 
and there ſhall be ſtrict ſilence. Any member ex- 
cluded the Grand Communication, ſhall. be exclud- 
ed every Lodge under its juriſdiction, until reſtored 
by the Grand Lodge ; of this the Grand Secretary 
thall notify every Lodge. 
- 14th. Upon the demiſe of any Lodge within the 
juriſdiction of this Grand Lodge, the laſt Secretary 
and Treaſurer of ſaid Lodge, ſhall within fix month 
afterwards, ſurrender to the Grand Secretary, the 
books, paper, jewels, funds, and furniture of ſaid 


Lodge, 


RESOLVES, ORDINANCES, &c. 


| 


WHEREAS, it has been found that the meeting 
of the Grand Lodge, the day previous to the ſeſſion 
of the State Legiſlature, is attended with many and 
great inconveniences, —T herefore Reſolved, That 
the Grand Communications ſhall be holden on 
Wedneſday, next tollowing the ſecond Thurſday in 
May, at Hartford ; and on Wedneſday next follow- 
ing the ſecond Thurſday in October, at New Hz 
ven ; at 50'Clock afternoon on each of ſaid days. 


— — — 
—u—E — - 
— 
— — ——— —, —— 
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Reſolved, That in future each Lodge within the 


juridiction of this Grand Lodge, ſhall demand and 


receive into the treaſury of the ſame, for entering, 
aſſing, and railing each brother, not /eſs than the 
Milowing ſums, VIZ. 

Entering each Apprentice, Ten Dollars. 

Raiſing each Appreatice to the degree of Fellow 
Cratt, One Dollar. 

Raiſing each Fellow Craft to the ſublime degree 
of Maſter Maſon, Two Dollars. 

Ordered, That the particular Lodges tranſmit to 
the Grand Secretary, at the ſemiannual communica- 
tions of the Grand Lodge, regular returns of all their 
new admitted m2mbers, that ſuch members may be 
added to the rolls of their reſpective Lodges. And 
that they alſo tranſmit to the Grand Secretary, im- 
mediately after their annual choice of officers, from 


time to time, a return of the officers choſen ; which 


returns ſhall be kept on file in the office of the Grand 
Secretary, that it may there appear who are mem- 
bers of the Grand Lodge. 


Ordered, That each Lodge within this jurifdic- 
tion, forward tv the Grand Secretary, a tranſcript 


of their proceedings, when any member is excluded 


or ſuſpended : And the Grand Secretary ſhall com- 
municate the fame to each Lodge within ſaid juriſ- 
diction, 

Whereas it has been repreſented that in ſome few 
inſtances, perſons have applied to, and been initiat- 
ed members of Lodges, remote trom other Lodges 
in whoſe vicinity they dwell ;—and whereas, from 
ſuch a practice conſequences dangerous and diſrepu- 
table to the craft may ariſe, by admitting me:nbers 


0 —— — _—_———— — — 
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on a ſlight or partial acquaintance, whoſe charaQers 
will not bear the teſt of cloſe ſcrutiny, —which prac- 
tice to prevent, —Reſo}via, that if a candidate for 
initiation ſhall make application to be admitted into 
any Lodge within this juridiction, when his uſual 
place of reſidence is nearer to another Lodge than 
that to which he ſhall apply ; his name, if the 
Lodge direct, may be entered on their books; and 
it ſhall be the duty of the Secretary of ſaid Lodge, 
to communicate information in writing without de- 
lay, of ſuch application, to the Secretary of the other 
Lodge, and requeſt of him to know whether there 
is any objeQtion from that Lodge to the admiſſion of 
the applicant ;—and if it ſhould be determined in 
open (tated Lodge, that there are any real objections 
to his perſon or character, which determination ſhall 
be had by ballot, in the ſame way as for the initia- 
tion of a candidate, then it ſhall be the indiſpenſable 
duty of the Secretary of the Lodge laſt mentioned, 
forthwith to tranſmit a Copy of the proceedings of 
the ſaid Lodge on this ſubjeR, to the Secretary of 
the Lodge to whom application was firſt made,—and 
the applicant ſhall not be admitted. And no candi- 
date under the circumſtances above mentioned, ſhall 
| be initiated within the term of three months from and 
. after the time he was firſt propoſed. This will not 
be conſidered as effecting any perſon living within 


5 the limits of a town where there is a regularly eſtab- 
. liſhed Lodge, though he may be nearer to a Lodge 
71 in another town, any thing to the contrary notwith- 
| | ſtanding. | | 
bt | Reſolved, That whenever a candidate for initia- 
\ || tion is propoſed to any Lodge within this juriſdic- 
| | 
| 
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make a ſemiannual return at the Communication; 
of the (rand Lodge, of the members that have been 
initiated, paſſed, or raiſed, within each of thoſe pe. 
riods : whick returns are alſo to contain a liſt of al 
expulſions, ſuſpenſions, and rejections which have 
occurred ;—the Lodge fo negleQing, ſhall forfeit 
and pay into the funds of the Grand Lodge the ſun 
of five dollars for each neglet,—And if there has 
been none initiated, paſſed, raiſed, expelled, ſuſpen. 
ded, or rejected, thoſe facts are alſo to be returned 
or certified, 

Reſolved, That when any Lodge ſhall have incur. 
red a penalty, by the breach of any bye-law or rj 
nance of the Grand Lodge, it ſhall be the duty d 
the Grand Secretary to inform the Maſter of ſai 
Lodge that ſuch penalty is incurred; and in cak 
the ſame be not paid to the Secretary before the 
next grand communication, it ſhall then be his du. 
* report ſuch negligent Lodge to the Gran 

odge. 

Reſolved, That no entered apprentice ſhall by 
paſſed to the degree of fellow craft, or fellow cr, 
raiſed to the ſublime degree of Maſter Maſon, in: 
different Lodge from that wherein he was initiated 
or within whoſe limits he actually reſides, without 1 
concurrence ut the Lodge in which he was {> init 
ed, firſt had and obtained, which concurrence ſhit 
be ſignified by ballot, in the ſame way as for the at- 
million of a candidate. 

Reſolved, That the Grand Lodge will not gin 
chariers of erection or diſpenſation, to any numbe 
of Maſons reſiding out of this State, in any oth! 
Slate where there is a Grand Lodge, already e. 
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den Weabliſhed ; except it ſhall be ſhewn to this Lodge 


* yy the petitioners, that the Grand Lodge in the State 
A here they reſide acquieſce therein. 
r* Reſolved, That this Grand Lodge will not hold 
en Homme nication or correſpondence with any Maſon 
b t Maſons, citizens of any of the United States, 
"WL odge or Lodges, who hold authority under, and 
Per knowledge the ſupremacy of any foreign Grand 
"BY age, or who do not by their repreſentatives, com- 
unicate, and pay their dues to the Grand Lodge of 
he State where they are ſo conſtituted, or reſide. 
Reſolved, That the Moſt Worſhipful Grand 
aſter be requeſted to appoint a Chaplain for this 
rand Lodge. 
Whereas the duties devolving on the Grand Sec- 
ary are many and various ; in the performance of 
hich, conſiderable time muſt neceſlarily be expen- 
d: HYhereupon Reſolved, that he receive from 
e Treaſury of the Grand Lodge, twenty-five dol- 
ars per annum, as a compenſation for his ſervices, 
> commence on the 1ſt day of October A. D. 1795, 
ad that he be reimburſed all his actual diſburſe- 
ents in behalt of the Grand Lodge, as he ſhall from 
me to time preſent his bills. 
Reſolved, Fhat no member of any Lodge with- 
this juriſdiction, who hath not received the ſub- 
me degree of Maſter Maſon, {ſhall be permitted to 
opoſe any candidate for admiſſion into Maſonry ; 
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— d that none be admitted but by unanimous ballot. 
othet Reſolved, Fhat each Lodge within this juriſdic- 
* m wp thall hereafter pay into the funds of the Grand 


odge, one dollar upon each initiation into ſuch 
odge, —and that at every halt yearly communica- 


this juridiftion, whoſe name is returned to the 


(16 J 

tion of the Grand Lodge, each particular Lody 
ſhall make accurate returns of all initiations ſince 
the laſt precceding communication, and pay the 
ſums due thereon to the Grand Treaſurer. 

Reſolved, That the Grand Secretary ſhall procur 
a proper plate, and cauſe to be {truck on parchment 
at the expenſe of the Grand Lodge, ſuch number 
certificates as will be neceſſary to furniſh all the 
members of the ſeveral Lodges within this juriſlic. 
tion, who apply for the ſame ; which certificate 
ſhall be expreſſed in the Engliſh and French langy. 
ages, ſhewing that the bearer is a member of ſome 
regular Lodge under the juriſdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut, and ſhall have the ſeal of ihe 
Grand Lodge affixed, and be atteſted by the Gran 
Secretary. And every member of any Lodge unde 


l 
Grand Secretary as ſuch, and as a Maſter Maſon | 


ſhall be entitled to receive a Certificate as aforefaid 
upon paying to the Grand Secretary for the uſe» 
the Grand Lodge, the ſum of ſeventy-five cents, 

Reſolved, That no brother ſhall be admitted in! 
the Grand Lodge, but fuch as are members there, 
except a brother who is petitioner, or a witneſs 1 
ſome cauſe, or invited in by the Grand Maſter o 
preſiding officer. | 

Keſalved, That every petition preferred to thi 
Grand Lodge to obtain a —_ for a new Lodge 
ſhall be read and continued to the next ſemiannual 
communication, for the purpoſe of examining tis 
officers elect, and obtaining the beſt information i 
ſpecting the characters and local ſituation of . 
petitioners. 


N 
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Reſolved, That whenever the Grand Lodge ſhall 
grant a Charter to any number of Maſons not re- 
ding in this State, and who are not under the ju- 
riſdiction of a Grand Lodge already eſtabliſſied, that 
in ſuch caſe the petitioners ſhall pay for the uſe of 
the Grand Lodge the ſum of thirty dollars, over and 
above the uſual fees for granting Charters to 
form new Lodges in this State, which ſhall be con- 
ſidered as in full of all quarterages, or any other pe- 
cuniary demands. 


OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF con 
NECTICUT, OCTOBER A. L. 5798. 


Wt Worſhipful Stephen Titus Hoſmer, G. N. 
Mght Worſbipful David Dagget, D. G. M. 
Worſhipful Ebenezer Huntington, s. G. w 
Wirſhipful Samuel Bellamy, 7. G. W. 
Henry Champion, g. r. 
John Mix, C. s. 
Ephraim Root, 3. G. b. 
| Jeſſe Beach, J. G. b. 
er a Kt Rev. Biſhop Jarvis, G. Chaplain. 
Moſes Cleveland, G. Varſha:. 
Damiel Hollbrook, 6. Sword Bearer. 
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FORM OF CERTIFICATE FOR THE APPOINT. 
MENT OF PROXY. 


To the Moſt Worſhipful the Grand Lodge of the 
State of Connecticut. 


BE IT KNOWN, 


That I A B. (Maſter, S or J. Warden as th, 
caſe may be) of Lodge No. Holden 
in the T oun of have and by theſe preſent 
do conſtitute T. D. à brother Maſter Maſon ani 
member of ſaid Lodge, my proxy to attend the Grani 
Lodge, to be hold at H n edneſday next fa. 
lowing the fecond Thurſday of A. D. 179 


In teſtimony whereof I have committed to hr 
my jeryel of office, and ſubſcribed my name this 


day of 4. L. 87 
: ON A. D. Mafter 


Counterfigned, 
F. H. Secretary. 


LIST OF LODGES ON THE REGISTRY OF C0:- 
NECTICUT, OCTOBER A. I. 5798. 


No. 1. Hiram. New Haven. 
2. St. Fihu's, Middletown, 

St Fobn's, Fairfield. 

4. St. Fobn's, Hartford, 


ſo. 


5. 
6. 
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Union, Greenwich. 
St. Zohn's, Norwalk, 


. King Solomon g, Woodbury, 
S.. Fohn's, Stratford. 

. Compaſs, Wallingtord. 

A daſier, Colcheſter, 

. $t. Paul's, Litchfield. 

. King Hiram, Derby. 


Montgomery, Salſbuty. 


. Frederick, Farmington. 

. Mcrich, Windham County. 
. 7 -mple, Cheſhire. 
Federal, Watertown. 

. Hiram, Newtown. 

. FYafhington, Huntington. 
Harmony, Berlin. 

. St. Peter's, New Milford. 
22. 


Har:'s, Woodbridge, 

St. Fames's, Preſton. 
Uriel, Tolland. 
C:lumbia, Rocky-hill, 
Columbia, Eaſt Haddam. 
Riſing Sun, Waſhington. 


Aaruing Star, Ealt Windfor. 
. Village, Welt Simſbury. 

. Day Spring, Hamden. 

. Unidn, New London. 

« Meridian Sun, Warren 
Friendſhip, Southington. 

. 92merjelt, Norwich. 

. Aurzra, Harwicton. 

3 Mark's, Turkey hi!! 

. Weſtern Star, Norfolk 


[ 20 } 
Ft. Alban's, Guiltord. 


39. Ark, Weſton, 
40. Union, Danbury. 
41. Federal, Brookfield. 
42. Harmony, Waterbury. 
43. Trinity, Killingworth. 
44. Eaſtern Star, Lebanon. 
1 
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